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Publicity . . . By Suzanne Slayton, VP 
                                   Slayton Homes, LLC 

ganization to keep me well in-
formed of those events we want 
to publicize.  What do we need 
to know before we send the 
article to Jessica for the Nail 
Bender, the Post or DNJ?  We 
need to know who was involved, 
why, where and when it took 
place, and last but not least, who 
benefited from the event.  Cer-
tainly send in photos to include 
with the article.  You can either 
do a short write up yourself or 
send the information to me and 

I’ll pull it all together.   

According to Wikipe-
dia, publicity  is the deliberate 
attempt to manage the public's 
perception of a subject.  My goal 
is to improve our members and 
the public’s perception of the 
RCHBA by constantly remind-
ing them of the many great 
things that we have done and 
accomplished whether it be 
through donating time to help 
those in need or offering classes 
so that we can be better pre-

As Vice President of 
the RCHBA one of the many 
tasks that I have taken on includes 
Publicity.  So, it is with great zeal 
that I will look for ways to make 
our members more aware of the 
exciting events that are happening 
at the RCHBA as well as educate 
the general public about how 
qualified our members are and the 
importance of using a member of 
the RCHBA.   

I’m going to rely heavily 
on those involved with our or-

News From Member Services  by Jessica Brewington 
                                             RCHBA Staff 

Membership is on the 
rise at RCHBA despite the 
downturn in the industry.  As a 
member, not only do you have 
the advantage of “doing business 
with a member”, but you have 
the added benefit of several dis-
counts through NAHB and 
HBAT.  From my short time 
here, I know that many of you 
take advantage of the Verizon 
Wireless discount.  A 22% per-
cent savings adds up very 
quickly!  In addition another 

popular discount that members 
like is the Workman’s Comp sav-
ings.  I heard from one member 
that they savings he receives 
form that more than covers his 
dues. 

But those are just two of 
the many benefits to member-
ship.  An article a few pages prior 
to this one introduces the HBAT 
rebate program.  Rebates are sent 
quarterly to builders and remod-
elers for using participating 
manufactures.   

NAHB’s list of bene-
fits is quite extensive.  A few 
of the participating companies 
include Office Depot, GM, 
Paychex, Hewlett Packard and 
Fed EX.  For a more complete 
list visit www.NAHB.org  and 
click on the “Your Member-
ship” tab.   

New members, watch 
for the next “New Member 
Orientation” to learn all your 
association has to offer. 

News From  Your Associate VP . . .JR Eastman 
                              Proficio Mortgage Ventures 

the majority of the events the 
RCHBA holds each year.  In con-
junction with the Non Dues Reve-
nue Committee, we plan, promote, 
and produce the monthly events 
that allow for both networking, and 
fellowship with other RCHBA 
Members.   Being a part of the 
Associates Committee is one of the 
easiest and most rewarding ways to 
get the maximum value out of your 
membership dollars! 

The Associates Commit-
tee also is responsible for the newly 
developed Sales & Marketing pro-

As your 2010 Associate 
Vice President, I wanted to take 
just a moment to thank you, our 
members, not only for the privi-
lege of serving, but I would also 
like to thank you in advance for 
your participation!   

In just a few short sen-
tences, I will try to sum up what 
the Associates Committee does. 

Both locally and nation-
ally, the Associates are the true 
"back bone" of the HBA.  The 
Associates Committee oversees 

gram.  There will be additional 
information coming out in the 
very near future so please watch 
your email and upcoming issues 
of the Nail Bender! 

The Associates com-
mittee meets the first Wednesday 
of every month at the RCHBA 
office, promptly at 11:00.  I will 
always strive to have the meeting 
over within the hour as I know 
and understand that your time is 
valuable.  Whether your interest is 
Golf or the Home Show, Poker 
or Outdoor Living, the Associates 

Forward info to: 

Suzanne Slayton, Suz-
anne@ slaytonhomesllc.com 

Jessica Brewington, Jes-
sica.rchba@ comcast.net 

Committee will allow 
you the "outlet" to "plug in" here 
at the RCHBA! 

Committee will allow you the 
“outlet” to “plug in” here at 
RCHBA! 

 

JR Eastman 
Proficio Mortgage Ventures 
jr@ thelomeloanguy.com 
Direct 615-898-6759  
Cell 615-364-9070 

www.TheHomeLoanGuy.com 



proudly accepted his $50 in cash, 
the title, and his name will go down 
in history on 
the RCHBA 
Chili Pot.  
We couldn’t 
end the night 
there.  3 
people 
chalked up 
their cues and played a round robin 
style 8-ball tournament.  After a 
very short time, it was clear that the 
RCHBA Pool Shark was none other 
than Ms. Sarah Parker.  Ms. Parker 
made the JW Garland team very 
proud and quickly “pocketed” the 
$50 cash prize. 
 
 The event provided for a 
great evening of fun and fellowship 
between our Builder and Associate 
members, sponsors, and their 
guests; wonderful food, and activi-
ties 
for all 
that 
were 
there.  
Mr. 
Steve 
Arnold (President RCHBA/
President Skill Construction Inc.) 
started the evening off by thanking 
Association Corporate Sponsors:  
Middle Tennessee Electric Member-
ship Cooperative, StoneCrest Title, 
and Henley Supply.  Mr. Arnold 
then asked Mr. Joey Ferrell 
(Tennessee Home Theater by 
HomeSecure), coordinator of the 
event, to offer prayer and to emcee 
the event.  After prayer, Mr. Ferrell 
introduced and thanked the event 
sponsors: Regions Bank, Tennessee 

 On February 16, 2010, the 
Rutherford County Home Builder’s 
Association (RCHBA), in conjunc-
tion with the February General 
Membership Meeting, held its an-
nual Bowling event and chili cook-
off.  This year’s event had a brand 
new venue at LTA Depot in Mur-

freesboro 
and con-
sisted of 
a new 
pool 
tourna-

ment as well.  Somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 45 members, 
sponsors, and guests attended this 
year’s event with 26 people staring 
down the bowling lanes to deter-
mine who would earn the label of 
“RCHBA’s best pin buster” and 
walk away with $50 cash!  Mr. Don 
Henegar of F & M Mortgage walked 
away with the cash and title!  While 
the beautiful VIP lanes were being 
“broken in” by our professional and 
amateur bowlers, three judges were 
trying to drown the heat from the 
chili cook-off with anything liquid 
that they could find.  There were 
five varieties of chili presented to 

the judges, eve-
rything from 
“Beans, Beer, 
and Bambi” to 
“3 Way” with 
pasta, onions, 
and cheddar.  A 
few bowls later 
with scorched 
tongues, the 
judges gave the 
title of “Best 

Dang Chili” to Mr. Kirk Bowker 
with Pro-Lawn.  Mr. Bowker 

Home Theater, F & M Bank, 
Skill Construction, and F & M 
Mortgage.  Also introduced for their 
appreciation were the following lane 
sponsors:   JW Garland, Raborn 
Insurance, and Huskey Truss & 
Supply.  
Mr. 
Ferrell 
then an-
nounced 
the rules 
of the 
tournament and contests, and the 
event was under way! 
 
All members, as well as all event 
participants and sponsors had their 
choice between chowing down on 
the award winning chili, the remain-
ing chili offerings, or a dinner bas-
ket from LTA Depot. 

Bowling Event and GMM    by Joey Ferrell 
            Tennessee Home Theater 
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Ideas or comments for 
next year? Lets us know at 

rchba@ comcast.net 

A Word From Your President 

HBAT’s Rebate Program 
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Bill Gordon  

Contract Sales 

615-904-4171 

Sam Henley 

Vice President 

931-967-5596 

Jared Henley 

Contract Sales 

931-580-5813 

James Buford 

Contract Sales 

615-394-2214 

Call us today for a FREE estimate!!! 
www.henleysupply.com 

    931-967-5596 Local 

931-967-0922 Fax    
Toll Free 1-800-251-8505    

PO Box 306  Decherd, TN 37324 
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From NAHB - Housing Stats rise in January 
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MTEMC’s New Home Program helps promote efficiency 
and reduce your energy costs 

326 St. Andrews Drive, Murfreesboro  • 

www.mtemc.com • 1-877-777-9020 

Save money AND be comfortable  . . . 
with an Energy Star® home 
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From HBAT - Special Legislative Report 
During the 
waning hours 
of session last 
year, a technical 
corrections bill 
was passed that 

may impact the way members calculate 
deductions from their business taxes this 
year. The portion of the bill that impacts 
our membership was hidden, and of 
course, never discussed with us prior to 
introduction. Although legal counsel was 
consulted on this summary, members are 
strongly advised to consult with their CPA 
as to the exact impact or interpretation of 
this bill.  

This change in the law is only 
applied when determining tax deductions 
for amounts actually paid by a contractor 
to a subcontractor.  In order for a con-
tractor to be eligible to claim the deduc-
tion, the contractor must provide a form 
(provided by the Commissioner) stating 
the name, address and business license 
or contractor‘s license number of the 

subcontractor and the amount subcon-
tracted. Previously, the law required the 
contractor to provide only the name, ad-
dress and amount subcontracted for deduc-
tion purposes. The contractor must also 
maintain in their records, a copy of the 
subcontractor’s business license or con-
tractor’s license . For 2009, this law only 
applies to new contracts issued 60 days 
after July 1, 2009 (September 1, 2009).  
Obviously, this will impact all of 2010 and 
from that point forward. 

This part is important:  The 
reason the Department of Revenue intro-
duced a change via the technical correc-
tions bill was due to those subcontractors 
who are not paying taxes - and at a time 
when the state has a critical budget short-
fall, tax collection is extremely important to 
the state.  Which means our ability to have 
this item stricken from the bill was practi-
cally impossible.  As a matter of fact, the 
original proposal in the bill was to have the 
contractor pay a business tax on the gross 
amount paid to a subcontractor and not be 

allowed to deduct from the net amount 
paid to a subcontractor.  In short, the 
contractor would have been the tax col-
lector for the state.  The department was 
willing to compromise on this issue, only 
requiring the contractor to provide the 
business or contractor’s license while 
maintaining the ability to deduct subcon-
tractor costs from the net amount.   

The ultimate impact of this law 
is now on the shoulders of the contrac-
tor. So remember, in addition to provid-
ing the name and address of the subcon-
tracting firm and amount subcontracted, 
you must also provide the business or 
contractor’s license number and 
maintain a copy of the subcontrac-
tor’s business or contractor’s license .  
That is the only change – but it is an 
important change that you must be aware 
of. 

ONCE AGAIN, PLEASE CONSULT 
YOUR CPA FOR FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION. 
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Welcome New Members: 
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GARLAND WHOLESALE  
We supply windows, siding, 
doors and various other products 
at warehouse direct pricing. 

Mitchell Parker  •  mparker@ jwgarland.com 

801 Visco Drive  Nashville, TN 37210  

Phone: 615-256-6590  Fax:      615-256-6870  

Martinbrook Homes, LLC 

Jimmie Martin 

2831 Beaulah Dr 

Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
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