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Platinum  -  

Gold -  

Want to help your association and get your name out there to your fellow members? Become an RCHBA 
SPONSOR!! 
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

· A Word From Your President 

· Getting to Know . . . 

· RCHBA in the News 

2010 Spring  Golf  Scramble 
May 19 at Indian Hills Golf  

Club 
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Deficiency Legislation - CALL TO ACTION from HBAT 

- 	 . � � *& �# � � � ) 	 � " � � � � ! � ' �

your email communication, and instruct your 
members to do the same.   
 Like we said, now is CRUNCH 
TIME and this bill will be before the House 
and Senate Judiciary Committees next week 
where it will be voted up or down.  Without 
your help, there is no way we can get this bill 
out of committee and before the entire 
House and Senate.  Please take just a few 
minutes out of your day TODAY to make 
the call and send the email.  We have in-
cluded all contact information for each legis-
lator, including their phone numbers back 
home.  They are in session today until noon, 
and then they head home this afternoon.  We 
do not have their cell phone numbers, but if 
you do, a call placed while they are on the 
road would be an excellent idea.  Also be 
sure to mention during all phone and email 
communications, this bill is a KEY VOTE 
issue for our association.  All committee 
members will be receiving a KEY 
VOTE letter shortly.  If for some reason you 
do not make contact today, please give them 
a call this afternoon or tomorrow at their "in 

district" (at home) phone number.  DO 
NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK THEM FOR 
THEIR SUPPORT AND YES 
VOTE!!!  Then take it a step further and ask 
them how they will vote! 
  If during your conversation, a legis-
lator suggests changes or offers input to the 
legislation, make NO commitments, and 
immediately give Susan Ritter or myself a 
phone call or send us an email.    
  Thank you for your help, and if 
you have any questions, please do not hesi-
tate to give me, Susan Ritter or Frank Harris 
a call.  We have gotten the bill this far, now 
we need your help to advance it.   
 
Phil Chamberlain, President 
pccham@cmhomes.com 
901-794-2156 
Susan Ritter, EVP 
sritter@hbat.org 
615-777-1700 
 

As you know we have been 
working very hard on a number of legisla-
tive issues on behalf of the homebuilding 
industry.  As this year's legislative session 
winds down, the legislative process heats 
up to what we call "CRUNCH TIME."  It 
is now CRUNCH TIME to get the Defi-
ciency Legislation (SB1589/HB2000) 
passed, and we need your immediate 
assistance.  We are asking that you do two 
things.  One, please forward this commu-
nication to every builder member in your 
association.  We are asking that 
our builder members make a personal 
call AND send an email to the legislator 
on the list below that is in your associa-
tion's chartered area.  We have indicated 
which legislators are within your local's 
area of jurisdiction.  Two , we are asking 
the very same of you.  Please take a few 
minutes to make a call AND send an 
email the legislators in your area.   
  Talking points on this critical 
piece of legislation are attached.  Feel 
free to cut and paste or attach them into 

in at foreclosure.�
Under present law it is assumed that the 

bid amount at foreclosure is the value of the 
property. �

With this legislation  –�
 
The borrower will be allowed to present 

evidence (i.e. property appraisal) during the 
deficiency judgment proceedings that the bid 
amount at foreclosure was not the fair mar-
ket value of the property. 

The burden of proof will remain on the 
debtor.�

It implements a two (2) year statute of 
limitations to seek a deficiency judgment (after 
foreclosure on the deed of trust) against the 
debtor – currently the bank has up to 10 years 
(depending on the type of note) to sue the 
debtor.�

We believe this bill with its amend-
ments is VERY banker-friendly.  It gives 
the debtor very little when compared to 
most other states.  The banks are given a 
presumption and the burden remains on 
the debtor.  Even with this legislation, 
Tennessee will continue to be one of the 
more creditor-friendly states.   

  

  

  

RRUTHERFORDUTHERFORD   CCOUNTYOUNTY   HBAHBA   

Chairman Kent Coleman 
615 741-6829  Legislative Office 

615 893-1134  Back Home 
rep.kent.coleman@capitol.tn.gov 

 

For a copy of the talking points in 
a word document to email to Repre-

sentative Coleman please call or email 
the RCHBA • 615-890-8224 • 

rchba@comcast.net 

SB 1589 Senator Lowe Finney 

HB 2000 Representative Vance 
Dennis 

Deficiency Talking Points: 

This legislation will allow consumers 
to show evidence as to the Fair Market 
Value of property sold at foreclosure and 
the court can use this evidence in determin-
ing the amount of the deficiency. �

Currently there is no Tennessee statu-
tory law governing the method for deter-
mining the value of foreclosed property in 
a deficiency judgment proceeding. 

Tennessee has one of the harshest 
deficiency judgment rules as compared to 
our neighboring states and other states 
across the country.  

The mortgage holders are currently 
able to bid in any amount they choose on 
the property at foreclosure (even if the 
mortgage holder is the only one bidding) 

The current deficiency rules are vague, 
favor the creditor and are burdensome on 
the debtor.  The debtor is given almost 
no protection disputing the amount bid 

Below please find the talking points to be discussed with Representative Coleman 



Spring Golf  Scramble 
Wednesday, May 19, 2010 
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Your entry fee includes... 
 

• Luncheon at 11:30 AM 

• Cart Rental & Greens Fees 

• Refreshments on the Course 

Beer, Soft Drinks, Water 

• Prizes Paid in 3 Flights 

• Contests 

Closest to the Pin &  Longest Drive  

 
 

 

Gather your team of four players and sign up now! 
Double Shotgun Scramble is limited to 144 golfers. 
Entry fees must be paid on or before May 11, 2010. 
Team spots may be reserved but will be confirmed 

only on a first-paid basis. 
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A Word from Your President    by Steve Arnold 
                                                               Skill Construction 

 As you are aware the gov-
ernment issued incentive package 
has come to an end, but not with-
out a last effort. Your association 
(RCHBA) teamed up with the 
Rutherford County Chamber of 
Commerce, Destination Ruther-
ford and the Middle Tennessee 
Association of Realtors (MTAR) to 
sell homes and educate the com-
munity on the value of our industry 
through the SMART MOVE pro-
gram. A special thanks to our own 
Suzanne Slayton of Slayton Homes 
for her devotion to this cause 
which has been reported as suc-
cessful. The RCHBA continually 
finding new opportunities for ex-
posure that some of us could not 
do on our own, such as networking 
along side many of our community 
leaders.  In addition, the Non-dues 
committee is also creating opportu-
nities to reach out further to our 
community with the Homes Today 
Decorating &  Remodeling Show or just 
relaxing with friends of the indus-
try during the Spring Golf Scramble.     

To find out how many of 
your fellow members are turning 
their membership into a profitable 
business investment you have to 
BECOME ACTIVE. The RCHBA 
is much more than just networking 
opportunities; we have many bene-
fits of membership such as educa-
tional programs. We just offered an 
Estimating for Builders and Remodelers 
class. This course applies credit 
toward CGA, CGB, CGR designa-
tions or just continuing education 
for those professionals want to stay 
a step ahead of the rest.  The Certi-
fied Professional Builders/ Re-
modelers (CPB/R) is also planning 

a Sales and Marketing class for the 
month of May that is open to all 
members. This class will teach 
some of the elements of what 
Coach Bert talked us at the general 
membership meeting last month; 
we need to change with the times, 
apply proven steps, implement 
technology, and be leaders to cre-
ate a new and powerful mindset to 
grow your business from where it 
is to where you want to go. 

Government Affairs never 
takes a rest. With the city elections 
over, it is now on to other issues 
our industry faces like the 
"Deficiency Judgments". Hope-
fully, we are into final negotiations 
with all parties concerning the mat-
ter. This has proven to be a very 
complex subject, and we have had 
great member input providing very 
important data. In addition, we are 
monitoring proposed legislation in 
a number of areas including: blast-
ing, taxes, environmental concerns, 
zoning, energy audits, foreclosures, 
storm water, insurance, appraisals 
and contractor licensing, just to 
name a few.  If you have an opin-
ion you are invited to attend any of 
the government affairs meetings 
and share with those in the know. 
This committee plays an important 
role to our association and the di-
rection our trade faces. Thanks to 
all involved, it is like having an ex-
tra vote. 

Recently we lost actor, Fess 
Parker. The role he was most 
noted for was portraying "Davy 
Crockett" a true Tennessee Volun-
teer. Like the motto “remember 
the Alamo," the service of a volun-

teer will always be remembered and 
the personal award is awesome. 
This reminded me of the role many 
of you do for your profession, your 
community and this association. Be 
proud and I invite all to have an 
active role in the association. Here 
are two upcoming opportunities, 1.  
Participate in our membership drive 
this month or 2. Just select a com-
mittee in which you have an inter-
est. Call the office or share with me 
your concerns and ideas. 

Thanks for allowing me to 
serve as your president. My blood 
runneth orange and as a true volun-
teer and, most importantly, I 
strongly feel I am serving my calling 
as I stop on many occasions just to 
listen to new ideas. I pray for all you 
and hope you are finding the peace 
and the answers in preparing for the 
future.  

RCHBA Committees: 
 

Government Affairs 
Non-Dues Revenue 
Associates Committee 
Budget Committee 
CPB/R Committee 
By– Laws Committee 
Education Committee 
Membership Services 
 

Other Opportunities to Serve: 
 

Home Builders Care 
 -Toys for Tots  
Student Chapter at MTSU 
 
For more information on how you 
can serve the HBA call the office at 
890-8224. 
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Official NAHB  

Standings as of  February 28,2010 
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How do I earn Spike credits? 

Members earn one Spike credit for each new 
member they sponsor. When that member 
renews after his or her first year of member-
ship the sponsoring member automatically gets 
one retention credit. Every year the member 
renews thereafter, the sponsoring member will 
receive a ½ renewal credit.  For Affiliate mem-
bers, Spikes receive a ½ credit for recruitment 
and a ½ credit for their renewal. 

Northeast and 2.1 percent in the 
West. 
  Combined permit activ-
ity rose 17.6 percent in the Midwest 
and 18.4 percent in the South, but 
fell 19.5 percent in the Northeast 
and 6.7 percent in the West in 
March.. 

way to go, today’s numbers are an 
indication that builders are looking 
down the road with a bit more 
optimism.” 
  “Today’s report is very 
encouraging, because it signifies 
that home builders are confident 
enough to begin work on homes 
that will very likely be completed 
after the expiration of the home 
buyer tax credits,” noted NAHB 
Chief Economist David Crowe. 
“The solid gain in permit issuance 
last month is particularly welcome 
news, since those numbers are 
generally a reliable indicator of 
future building activity. That said, 
considerable headwinds continue 
to impede housing’s recovery, 
including the critical shortage of 
credit for housing production that 
is stifling new development in 
reviving markets.” 
  While single-family 

April 16, 2010 - Nation-
wide housing starts rose for a third 
consecutive month in March to a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
626,000 units from an upwardly 
revised February number, accord-
ing to figures released today by the 
U.S. Commerce Department. The 
rate of permit issuance for new 
housing construction also rose by 
a solid 7.5 percent in the month, 
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 685,000 units. 
  “After an uncertain 
couple of months, home builders 
are gradually getting back to what 
they do best as the spring home 
buying season commences and 
consumers return to the market,” 
said Bob Jones, Chairman of the 
National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) and a home 
builder from Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich. “While we still have a long 

starts slipped 0.9 percent in 
March, this small decline – from 
an upwardly revised number the 
previous month – was due entirely 
to a drop-off in the Midwest from 
an abnormally high February level; 
all other regions reported single-
family gains in March. Nationwide 
multifamily starts gained 18.8 
percent to a 95,000-unit rate for 
the month. 
  The 7.5 percent gain in 
nationwide building permits re-
flected a 5.6 percent up tick to 
543,000 units on the single-family 
side and a 15.4 percent gain to a 
142,000-unit rate on the multifam-
ily side. 
  Regionally, combined 
single- and multifamily starts activ-
ity rose 18.2 percent in the South, 
which is the largest regional hous-
ing market, but fell 28.4 percent in 
the Midwest, 8.3 percent in the 

From NAHB -Housing Starts And Permits Rise in March  
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Thanks Everyone. You’re Awesome!!! 
We want to say a special “Thank You” to all the volunteers that helped with the Home Show 

JR Eastman, Proficio Mortgage Ventures                       

Karyn Beaty, Properties Unlimited 

Steve Morris, Atmos Energy 

Mitchell Parker, JW Garland 

Dan Seals, Alley-Cassetty 

Ken Halliburton, Miller Loughry Beach 

Elaine Warrick, Warrick Builders 

Tammy Heathcott, Clark Maples Realty 
Shannon Caywood, Caywood Builders 

Tom Moreland, MTEMC 

Mark Truett, Mark A Truett Construction 

Don Renne, Bob Parks Realty LLC 

Jessica Brewington, RCHBA 

Chuck Farrar, Farrer Construction Co 

Mike Baldwin, HBBA 

David Johnson, Skill Construction Co 

Thad McKellar, Unison Construction, LLC 

Joi Sherrill, Keller Williams Realty 

A Very Special Thanks to: 

Donating $55 Gift Card for Home 
Builders Care Prize 

Providing Concessions at the Show 

You must give some time to your fellow men. Even if  it's a little thing, do something 
for others - something for which you get no pay but  the privilege of  doing it.  

Albert Schweitzer (1875 - 1965) 
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Lack of  volunteers may mean fewer events 
Another month has passed, along with 
another month’s worth of committee 
meetings here at your RCHBA.   
  There are so many opportunities 
at your RCHBA to get involved, network 
with other business professionals and 
most importantly, get a return on your 
investment in the RCHBA.  With my po-
sition as Associate Vice President, I feel it 
is my duty to make sure you understand 
all of the opportunities you have to get 
involved.  Between the Associates Com-
mittee, Membership Committee, Govern-
ment Committee, Public Relations Com-
mittees, not to mention all of the other 
“sub-committees” that are available (sorry 
if I left anyone out!) I will personally guar-
antee you that you can find something you 
are interested in.  If you don’t know which 
one is “for you” call the office or any of 
the executive committee members and 
we’ll be happy to discuss with you the 
different options.  Most if not all of the 
committees meet once a month, even 

when an event is being planned.  It will 
cost you about 2 hours a month at the 
most to become more involved.  You’ve 
already paid the membership fee, why not 
maximize your results by becoming more 
involved? 
 I  say all of that to say this.  A 
shortage of volunteers has caused me no 
other choice but to cancel all but 3 events 
for the remainder of this year.  I would 
LOVE to put them back on the calendar, 
but it just isn’t fair to ask so few to do so 
much.  Each event we hold is very well 
attended, everyone seems to have a great 
time and enjoy the networking, fellowship 
and the ability to just getting out and 
about to do something different once a 
month.  I don’t understand how so many 
members can show up to play, but hardly 
any show up to help plan the events.  
 Your investment in the RCHBA 
is not just for the benefits you can put on 
paper.  The Workers Compensation, 
health insurance, use of office space and 

all of the other “benefits” are important, 
but your direct involvement with other 
members is the key to seeing a true return 
on investment.  Sales trainer & author Jef-
frey Gitomer once said “People like to do 
business with people they like”.  Getting 
involved at the RCHBA is not only one of 
the easiest ways to get to know local pro-
fessionals in the building industry, but one 
of the best. 
  

Get involved! 
 

 

JR Eastman 
Mortgage Consultant  
Proficio Mortgage Ventures 
Direct LIne:  (615)898-6759 
Cell:  (615)364-9070 
JR@ TheHomeLoanGuy.com 
www.TheHomeLoanGuy.com  



 

Bill Gordon  

Contract Sales 

615-904-4171 

Sam Henley 

Vice President 

931-967-5596 

Jared Henley 

Contract Sales 

931-580-5813 

James Buford 

Contract Sales 

615-394-2214 

Call us today for a FREE estimate!!! 
www.henleysupply.com 

    931-967-5596 Local 

931-967-0922 Fax    
Toll Free 1-800-251-8505    

PO Box 306  Decherd, TN 37324 

Murfreesboro Showroom 
Now Open! 

810 NW Broad St, Ste 274 

(Jackson Heights Shopping 
Center) 

Murfreesboro , TN 37129 

Welcome New Members 
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Thank you to Steve Morris of  Atmos Energy 
and Sarah Rust of  THT for helping with the 

April Nail Bender! YOU ROCK! 

Getting to Know . . . . by Steve Arnold 
                                            Skill Construction Co., Inc 
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This service currently includes 
nationally recognized green con-
struction practices coupled with 
Energy Star certification. Part of 
my job is to work with Mandy 
Martin who is our nation-
ally certified Home Energy Rater 
System (HERS) professional and 
coordinates with builders on new 
home projects in Rutherford 
County. 
Steve: So, the opportunity to pro-
mote energy efficiency in new 
construction is one of the benefits 
of your membership with 
RCHBA? 

Tom: Yes, but MTEMC 
also benefits from the 
exchange of information 
with local builders, and 
our membership ties us to 
many state and national 
services that help us do a 

better job. For example, the state 
association (HBAT) keeps us up 
to date with the latest develop-
ments and issues throughout Ten-

nessee, and I really appreci-
ate having access to advice 
and expertise from the na-
tional association (NAHB) in 

our strategic planning.  
Steve: What advice do you have 
for new Associate members or 
potential new members to 
our association? 
Tom: Being an RCHBA 
member is one of the 
best commitments you can 
make to be involved with a group 
dedicated to the construction in-
dustry.  You have heard the ex-
pression that "we all drink water 
from wells that we did not dig". 

Well, there is a long legacy of 
people that I remember since I 
became involved with the asso-
ciation in 1988 who 
have inspired me through their 
friendship, their example, and 

most of all their wisdom in work-

ing day in and day out in their 
commitment to their business and 
the community that we serve.  
Steve: What about your family life 
and your hobbies and interests? 
Tom: I grew up as the oldest of 
seven children to an Air Force 
navigator who ended up being 
transferred to a new base every 
two to four years during my child-
hood. So, as you can imagine, we 
learned to enjoy outdoor sports 
like baseball, football, swimming, 
and tennis and had plenty of play-
ers to make up a team, as I grew 
older!  Today, I have a son, 
Daniel, who is a freshman at 
Siegel High School and keeps 
both my wife, Ann, and I moving 
through all of his activities in 
Scouts, ROTC, and as a trombone 
player in the school marching 
band. For any extra time that is 
left, I enjoy Bible study, reading 
American history, biking, and run-
ning. 
 

Tom Moreland  is MTEMC’s 
Residential Marketing Supervisor 
and has over 24 years of service to 
the electric power industry and 
is a certified Energy Advisor 
and Commercial & Industrial Key 
Accounts Executive with the Na-

tional Rural Electric 
Cooperative Associa-
tion, a recipient of the 
Clara Barton Award for 

distinguished service to the 
American Red Cross, and has 
been involved with RCHBA since 
1988 when he moved here to 
Murfreesboro. He is RCHBA's 
first State Life Director and a 
member of the National Society 
of Honored Associates with 
NAHB in addition to being Asso-
ciate of the Year twice for 
RCHBA. • 

 

Tom, thank you for represent-
ing MTEMC for more than 
twenty years of service to the 
Rutherford County Home 
Builders Association. 

Q & A time: 

Steve: Middle Tennessee Elec-
tric has a rich history in Ruther-
ford County, and also of course, 
in support of the construction 
industry. When was it started 
and what drives your efforts in 
the homebuilding industry? 

Tom: It is timely that you 
should ask me this question 
about the beginnings of 
MTEMC because 
we actually are 
celebrating our 
75th anniversary as 
a cooperative next 
year. It is hard to 
believe that we have grown 
from a small group of farmers 
back in 1936 who came to-
gether to supply electricity to 
the rural areas in Ruther-
ford County to a member-
ship of about 180,000 in 
more than four counties. 

Since those early beginnings of 
MTEMC history, we have been 
dedicated to providing not-for-
profit service to our members in 
using electricity in the most effi-
cient and effective way possible. 
So, we have worked to partner 
with builders in energy efficient 
construction in one way or an-
other throughout these many 
years. 

One current example of our 
commitment to the residen-
tial building process 
is that MTEMC 
provides  incentives 
for builders who 
participate in our 
Green Homes 
Plus new construction package. 



MTEMC’s New Home Program helps promote efficiency 
and reduce your energy costs 

326 St. Andrews Drive, Murfreesboro  • 

www.mtemc.com • 1-877-777-9020 

Save money AND be comfortable  . . . 
with an Energy Star® home 

 Toys for Tots 2010 

 As I know many of you all are 
aware the Toys for Tots program will be 
kicking off again 
over the 
next several 
weeks. The 
need this year 
will be even 
greater than last 
year given our current economy as all of 
us are too aware. We will be put-
ting together several fundraising events 
this year to raise as much money as possi-
ble for the underprivileged children in our 
community.  

 Before we talk too much about 
the future of Toys for Tots let’s talk a little 
bit about last year’s program. Last years 
Toys for Tots helped to provide a Christ-
mas for over 2,200 children in your com-
munity. The Toys for Tots program has 
been sponsored by the RCHBA over the 
past several years by raising funds to buy 

toys, putting out collection boxes, and of 
course putting together the day of giving. 
This event is run solely by volunteers con-
sisting of associate members, home build-

ers, and some of our other commu-
nity partners. 

 As a community we have 
been very fortunate to live in an area 
as prosperous as Rutherford 
County. Even in a strug-

gling economy we have seen 
our community continue to 
grow. This being said we have 
not gone unscathed by the 
current economic conditions. 
All of us know someone who 
has been affected. These are 
the people we are helping your 
neighbors, friends and loved 
ones who may have fallen on 
hard times. This is why I encourage you to 
get involved this year, you may not be in a 
situation to give a cash donation then give 
a donation of you r time to help keep this 

program continue to help those in need 
this Christmas.  

 The Toys for Tots Committee will 
be putting together several fundraisers this 
year. Please come out and donate your time 
or if you can your check books for this 
worthy cause. There is no greater feeling 
than the one you get from helping out the 
people of our community. I encourage 

everyone to get involved in 
some way in their community 
this year the rewards are price-
less.  

RCHBA, through Home Build-
ers Care, is partnering with our 
Realtor friends at MTAR for 
National “Make a Difference 
Day,” on Saturday, October 
23rd.  All members are encour-
aged to call a friend, and plan to 

turn out to rake, paint, or help make minor 
repairs for our neighbors who are in need 
of help.  Details will follow in upcoming 
issues of the Nail Bender! 
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A word from Home Builders Care by Jason Adreon and Karyn Beaty 
                                                                              Vulcan Material            Properties Unlimited  
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Somebody thought this was a good 
idea! A CPB/R would know better! 

 



According to the Multiple 
Listing Service, closed home 
sales jumped from 207 in Feb-
ruary to 309 in March, a 19 
percent increase year-over-year 
for March.  

 With home sales re-
covering slowly — though 
showing signs of strength lately 
— and new  
construction still in a slump, 
local builders are turning to 
alternative projects to keep 
their  companies afloat. 
 One Murfreesboro 
home builder, Slayton Homes,  
focused primarily on home-
building during its start-up, but 
began converting new homes 
into rental  
property, according to Suzanne 
Slayton, who owns the com-
pany with her husband, Bob. 
 She explained that 
Slayton Homes was started 
during a time when the market 
was at its peak, which proved 
beneficial in that they didn't 
have extensive  
inventory sitting empty when 
the housing bubble burst. 
 As homebuilders own 
a house until it sells, they're 
also responsible for paying the 
related expenses. Slayton said 
renting provides an opportu-
nity for  
someone else to live in the 
home and provide payment. 

 "The big concern is 
that when you go to sell it, it's 
not going to be new, so right 
off the bat you're going to have 
that mark against you," she 
said. 
 However, Slayton 
added, "We've also had a lot of  
people who are renting now, 
but would like to buy it down 
the road when they qualify. 
Maybe they don't qualify today, 
but they really hope that either 
they'll still be in the house or 
their situation will change and 
they'll be able to buy." 

 The Rutherford 
County Chamber of Com-
merce in conjunction with 
Destination Rutherford and 
the local homebuilding indus-
try have been promoting  
the SmartMove program to 
encourage first-time homebuy-
ers and existing homeowners 
to take  
advantage of the favorable 
market conditions for buyers. 
 Hundreds of resi-
dents in Rutherford County 
have jumped at the chance to 
buy a home in recent months, 
as evidenced by the number of 

closed home sales in March. 
 According to the 
Multiple Listing Service, closed 
home sales jumped from 207 
in February to 309 in March, a 
19 percent increase year-over-
year for March. Additionally, 
pending home sales in Ruther-
ford County jumped from 281 
in February to 410 in March. 
As compared to 2009, March 
pendings were up nearly 25 
percent. 
 The first-time home-
buyers tax credit was initially 
due to expire in November 
2009, but Congress approved 
an extension and revision to 
include existing homebuyers. 
First-time homebuyers can 
receive an $8,000 tax credit, 
while previous or existing 
homeowners are eligible for a 
$6,500 tax credit. 
 Also, individuals must 
close on their home purchases 
by April 30 or have a binding 
written  
contract in place by April 30, 
with a closing date no later 
than June 30. • 

RCHBA Members in the News - Home builders try new market niche 
                                                         By Melinda Hudgins - DNJ April 18, 2010 
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RCHBA to hold disaster training 
ERIN EDGEMON, Post Columnist /  Published Sunday, 

April 4, 2010 12:00 am 

 In response to last year’s devastating tornados 
that hit Rutherford County, the Rutherford County 
Homebuilders Association’s Certified Professional 
Builders/ Remodelers Council is partnering with the  
Rutherford County Emergency Management Agency to 
establish an all-volunteer disaster response team. 
 Local builders will be trained by the Emer-
gency Management Agency to respond to disasters and 
help in the clean up and assess property damage. The all
-day training session is set for Thursday, May 6 at the 
office of the Rutherford County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. Training is open to any local builder.  Call 
the homebuilders association at 890-8224 to sign up. 
 “We want to show that the builders are not 
just there to build houses and make money,” said Jes-
sica Brewington, office director of the Rutherford 
County Homebuilders Association. “They are here to 
support the community.” 
 The primary purpose of the disaster response 
team is to provide coordination of specialized construc-
tion equipment and manpower as logistical support t o 
the RCEMA. In the event of a community disaster or 
emergency, the RCEMA will have the ability to call 
upon the trained volunteers of the disaster response 
team to respond quickly and professionally during t he 
critical response phase to protect and preserve life and 
property. 
 The team will primarily assist in the delivery 
and operation of equipment and manpower generally 
for clearing obstructed roads and debris removal, in-
cluding dump trucks, loaders, backhoes, chain saws, 
forklifts and trucks. Technical assistance may be needed 
in making emergency assessments of damaged buildings 
and infrastructure. All volunteers will report to a nd 
work under the supervision of the Rutherford County  
Emergency Management Agency. 

RCHBA in the News 

Know of  an article we 
missed?  Were you or your 

company in the paper? 

Send it to 
rchba@ comcast.net. 

Builders to form disaster response 
The Certified Professional Builders/Remodelers Coun cil of the 

Rutherford Co. Home Builders Association is working  with the Rutherford 
County Emergency Management Agency to establish an all-volunteer disas-
ter response team. 

The primary purpose of the team is to provide coord ination of 
specialized construction equipment and manpower as logistical support to 
the RCEMA in the event of a community disaster or emergency, like last 
year's Good Friday tornadoes. 

"With the images of the recent tornadoes in Rutherford County still 
fresh in our minds, we recognize the need to have many more trained pro-
fessionals on call throughout the county to assist the Emergency Manage-
ment Agency on a moments notice in order to provide  a rapid, organized 
response in assisting emergency crews gain safe access to neighborhoods," 
said Jessica Brewington, office director of the Rutherford County Home-
builders Association. "A partnership between the Ho me Builders Associa-
tion and the Emergency Management Agency just seemed like a natural fit." 

Under the plan, assistance would include the delivery and operation 
of equipment and manpower generally usable for clearing obstructed roads 
and debris removal, including dump trucks, loaders,  backhoes, chain saws, 
forklifts and trucks. 

An all-day training session is set for May 6 at the office of the 
Rutherford County Emergency Management Agency and i s open to any local 
builder. 

 

- DNJ April 11, 2010 

Home Show Set for May in the ’boro  
April 4, 2010  
 Consumers have tough choices to make in today's housing market. 

 Although tax credit incentives offer opportunities  to buy or build a 
new home, many homeowners are choosing to remodel. 

 This spring whether buying, building or remodeling , plan to attend 
the “Homes Today Decorating and Remodeling Show, Friday April 30 
through May 2, showcasing the latest in home construction, design, furnish-
ing and remodeling products and services. 

 Formally held at the I-24 Expo Center in Smyrna, the show has 
found a new home in Murfreesboro at the Lane Agri-P ark Community Cen-
ter, located at 315 John R Rice Blvd., near Sam’s Club. 

 Admission is $5 per person with free admission for  children under 
age 12 and seniors over age 65. A portion of the ticket sales will benefit 
Home Builders Care of Rutherford County, long time sponsor of Toys for 
Tots & education. 

 Booth space is limited, and information is availab le by calling the 
Rutherford County Home Builders Association at 890- 8224. 

- Murfreesboro Post April 4, 2010 
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